
October 07, 2009: Congress Moves to Promote International Tourism 

Washington, DC – Today, the House of Representatives passed the Travel Promotion Act of
2009 (S 1023)  by a vote
of 358-66. This bill would create a non-profit corporation to promote travel to the United States. 
Congressman Charlie Gonzalez (TX‑20)
issued the following statement on the bill’s passage.

  

“Tourism has long been a vital industry for cities across the country, with San Antonio only the
best among many great destinations for international travelers, from business to scholarly work
to pleasure. Unfortunately, policies in recent years have depressed travel. The Corporation for
Travel Promotion can turn that around, helping to explain the requirements and to remind
people from other countries why coming to the US is worth the effort.”

  

Since 2001, the travel to the United States has fallen precipitously, with our share of the
international travel market having down 20 percent, according to Rep. Bill Delahunt , who
introduced related legislation in the House. The result has been 
$140 billion in lost revenue
, as well as an additional $23 billion in reduced government income. Because the Corporation
for Travel Promotion will be funded by a public-private partnership and a $10 fee for use of the 
Visa Waiver program
, it is estimated that it will 
reduce the federal deficit by $425 million
over the next decade while boosting economies around the country.

  

Correction: A previous version suggested that this bill would go immediately to President
Obama for signature. In fact, the provisions of the Travel Promotion Act were incorporated into 
another bill
and 
signed into law on March 04, 2010
.
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http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s.01023:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s.01023:
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/ma10_delahunt/travelbill09.html
http://www.hotelworldnetwork.com/markets/senate-passes-travel-promotion-act-6049
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/without/without_1990.html
http://www.latimes.com/travel/sns-trvrail4-wk3-oct7,0,3634530,full.story
http://www.congress.gov/cgi-lis/bdquery/z?d111:HR1299:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/president-signs-travel-promotion-act

